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was established.1 Richard Henry Lee objected to the Constitution, because, among other things, "many citizens will be more than three hundred miles from the seat of this [National] government";2 and "as many assessors and collectors of federal taxes will be above three hundred miles from the seat of the federal government as will be less/'3
The best road throughout its course, in the entire country, was the one between Boston and New York; yet the public conveyance which made regular trips with relays of horses in the most favorable season of the year usually took an entire week for the journey.4 The stage was " shackling "; the horses' harness "made of ropes"; one team hauled the stage only eighteen miles; the stop for the night was made at ten o'clock, the start next morning at half-past two; the passengers often had to "help the coachman lift the coach out of the quagmire." 5
Over parts even of this, the finest long highway in the United States, the stage had to struggle against rocks and to escape precipices. "I knew not which to admire the most in the driver, his intrepidity or dexterity. I cannot conceive how he avoided twenty times dashing the carriage to pieces,"6 testifies a traveler. In central Massachusetts, the roads "were intolerable" even to a New Englander; and "the
1  Johnston to Iredell, Jan. 30, 1790; McRee, ii, 279.
2  " Letters of a Federal Farmer," no. 2; Ford: P. on C., 292. 1 Ib., no. 3, 302.
4 De Warville made a record trip from Boston to New York in less than five days. (De Warville, 122.) But such speed was infrequent.
6 Josiah Quincy's description of his journey from Boston to New York in 1794. (Quincy: Figures qf the Past, 47-48.)
6 De Warville, 138-39.